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Editor INDEPENDENT, 


Dear sir: 


Your letter of Sth inst. received, I thank you for the 


information regarding the origtén of the article, I Find that. Dd. A. 
Willey wrote a letter under date of December 19 th, saying "I an writ- 
ing you to ask if you would allow te to publish your views on the most 
practical itethods of constructing flying machines embodied in the paper 
which was read before the Western Society of Engineers some tiie ago, 

I am asking this favor in $4444f the interest of the New York INDEPEN- 
DENT with which I am connected, and can assure you thet the courtesy 
would be highly appreciated", Before any answer was made he again 
wrote on December 23rd, saying " You have probably received a letter 
from me POgaraing & =e cidete gic wia sia gates Kiet am It is possible that youy 
may have misunderstood my request. I am merely asking permission to 
be allowed to use the information which was contained in your state 
ment before the Western Society of Engineers, and published in their 
procescdings", This letter which was addressed to my brother and 
myself jointly, was answered by my brother, Orville Wright. He 
stated that we had no personal objection to the reproduction of the 
matter contained in the addresses, but that the copy-right was the 


property of the Western Society of Engineers, and that if it was desired 


to tiake any extended verbatim quotations their permission ovght to be 
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obtained, On December 30th Nr, Willey wrote to Orville Wright ask~ 


ing for pietures, and inquiring as to the correctness of a newspaper 
article whieh he enclosed, My brother sent him e printed statement 
which we had given to the daily papers on January 6th, but refused to 
send pictures, 

It will be seen that (1) Wilbur Wright hes had no corres— 
pondence with Mr, Willey, and therefore no claim ean be wade that there 
was any personal authorization for the use of his name for any purpose; 
(2) that Orville Wright expressly stated that the addresses were copy- 
righted and that permission ought to be obtained from the Western 


Society of Engineers if extensive quotations ¥é6# were desired, He 


did not in any way €hatever authorize the use of the name of Wilbur Witz 
Wright as the author of a commmication to the INDEPENDENT. 

This transaction is a plain case of literary and pecuniary 
dishonesty, Old mattcr is passed off as new, ald uy nae is used in 
such a way as to give it a pecuniary value it would not otherwise have, 

I would call your attention to the fact that I am entitled 
to have ity repudiation of this fraud published et the earliest possible 
moment, If you wish to Make your investigations of the authenticity 
of articles after, instead of before they are published, that can not 
limit my rights in the case, Furthermore I wish to state plainly 


that no public explanation which :.s based on any claim of "misander~ 


standing" wiil be satisfactory to me unless accolupanied by a verbatim 
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quotation of the words which are claimed to have been misunderstood eas 
euthorizing the publication of extracts from old addresses as an origin-~ 
al signed article with the name of Wilbur Wright attached as the writer, 
an article moreover which containés matter which I never wrote and 
which is not true, 


I may state. that I have not communicated this affsir to the 


public, and that I have no intention of doing so unless the INDEPENDENT 


fails to do what is just and rigit, 


Yours truly, 
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